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Now, you, tender

Twin,

you rejoin your other part

to sing the belief…

the knowing

that one day

all would be well, again.



Written by Annie Pollack, the youngest daughter of Reginald Pollack’s identical twin, Merrill Pollack.   December 6, 2001.
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I stay in love in at least three ways: 



1)	I have a loving relationship with my two wonderful shi-tzus.  Ten and five years old (presents to Reggie on his 70th and 75th birthdays). 

2)	 I stay in love with nature by working at least two days a week as docent at The Living Desert.  My work ranges from leading school tours, to giving guided tours of the Veterinary Hospital, to storytelling, to Cahuilla string games, to dressing up as an African elder having school children compete in jumping the highest or drumming the best, to animal handling (the desert tortoise, chuckwalla, bearded dragon from Australia), including outreach programs to schools.

3)	I also stay in love with nature through hiking.  I climbed Mount Fuji the last time I was in Japan.  A few weeks ago I hiked from the tram the eight miles to Idyllwild, stayed overnight and hiked back the eight miles the next morning.  I go on every Living Desert Hiking Club hike and I take my dogs out three times a day for small walks.  At times I participate in the activities of the Coachella Hiking Club.



I believe in simplicity beyond complexity.  I sense that I have gathered a wealth of information in my life.  Now I am churning it all around inside, saving the good parts and sending them out into the world with open arms.  I do believe that the purpose of the human being, of me, is to radiate, through my finite self, the infinite light.  No religion for me; they all seem to create wars.



Hug a tree everyday, close your eyes, feel the roots going way down into the earth, allow yourself to draw strength from the tree.  



Close your eyes, hold your arms out and feel how you would fly if you were a bird.  After a while you may feel like a bird and start flying (at least in your mind)






                        

                    

                

                
                    
                        
                            felt blessed; I caressed its feathers; I held it till it was calm and could fly away



I work hard by



1)	Being the full-time curator of Reginald Pollack’s works of art (about 2,000 of them).  It is a big responsibility, which involves getting his work into museums  and galleries.  In a way I have myself to blame for being so fully occupied:  I was earning a good salary in Washington, D.C., and Reggie stayed home in his studio painting and sculpting, not paying much attention to getting his work out into the world.  I feel honored having been chosen to help in this task.

2)	Giving about ten dinners a month to share the wealth of visual and spiritual messages of Reginald Pollack (and I love to network and to cook; I sometimes think I should start a restaurant called “Mondays” since most people who entertain do so on Friday, Saturday, or Sunday; when Monday comes the ones who entertain want to go to a good restaurant but all the good restaurants are closed; also where should the good chefs go?)
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                            congressional charter of the National Academy of Sciences.  The two academies jointly govern the national Research Council.  The three organizations, later joined by the Institute of Medicine, advise the Federal Government on issues dealing with science, technology, and medicine.



My boss was asked to become the first Secretary of the National Academy of Engineering.  He said he would go on one condition.  I said, “Ok, let’s go!”  So in this wonderful land of opportunity this woman who was blond, had an accent, had no engineering degree (only seven languages and one year of business administration), was not even a US citizen, became the Assistant Secretary, the second staff position from the top.  It was a great job ranging from marine to aerospace to mining to manufacturing to education.  It took me all over the world and provided interaction with the best engineers and scientists in the world.



So I knew Reggie for 40 years, as a friend only for 8 years, and as my best friend, lover, and husband for 32 years.  Our relationship was blessed, fully giving of all we had to each other like I have not often heard of in other relationships.



He lived fully for 77 years although the last seven years were marred by illness.  Then I more or less became a caretaker.



Reggie’s spirit lives on in his work.  I have not heard of anybody who left so much of his spiritual and visual messages behind for the rest of the world to experience.  We must not be greedy.  If we had a good relationship, treasure the memory and spirit of it.  It is not a tragedy to end the part of our earthly bodily experience.  It is only part of our whole that says goodbye.  The spirit lives on.  I believe that when the bundle of energy that is our body gives out, the energy goes into a large cloud of energy from which energy for a new life is drawn when a baby or some other creature is born.



When Reggie’s body gave out I brought him home from the nursing home where he had been for about two weeks (hating it).  His words as he came into the house with the bed facing the mountains were “This is wonderful!”  He saw the sun rise on Mount St. Jacinto the next morning and died at 11:00 a.m.


                        

                    

                

                
                    
                        
                            became an air hostess.  Instead for a year I managed my father’s glass and porcelain three-storey store in Sweden and then went to a business administration school for one year.  For a couple of years I was an executive secretary with stenography in three languages.  I then became the administrator of the Institute of Mathematics at the University of Lund in Sweden for five years.



When I came to America I had to change jobs anyway and had brought my loom. I now wanted to become a textile designer so on Madison Avenue I was an apprentice to Jack Leonard Larson for two months.  It was very non-creative to weave his samples.  I could have written a couple of books in the meantime.



So, I then became the Assistant Director of the Engineering Foundation, an organization sponsored by the five big engineering societies.  The building was next to the United Nations.  One of the Engineering Foundation projects was “Should there be a National Academy of Engineering or not?”  So, assisted by a committee, I wrote the proposal to establish the National Academy of Engineering.  It was established in 1964 within the 
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             Creative Types , Reginald Pollack, by Margaret Morton,                                 January 2002, Loudon County Magazine, Virginia



“Fantastic Journey:  The Art of Reginald Pollack”,  by Fritz  A. Frauchiger. Palm Springs Life Magazine, March 2002, Vol. XLIV/Number 7



“A Dedication & A Calling”, by C.J. LaFramboise, Desert Post Weekly, January 27, 2000, pp. 32-33



“Pollack’s Poglins; Artist Reginald Pollack had his own goblins, and he painted them”, by J. R. Reynolds, Desert Magazine, May 2002



“Reginald Pollack Papers, 1948-2001”,  Archives of American Art, Smithsonian Institution, pp. 55-56, Journal, Volume 43, Numbers 3-4, 2003



“Remembering a Legend; Kerstin Pollack looks back on the life of and husband Reginald Pollack”, by T.J. O’Connor, pp.  28 and 47,  Desert Post Weekly,  April 4, 2002



“Reggie Pollack, Resident of Waterford, VA; Public Collections:  Metropolitan Museum of Art; Rockefeller Institute, NY; Whitney Museum of American Art, NY; Joseph Hirshorn Museum, DC; National Collection of Fine Art, DC; Museum of Modern Art, NY; Collection d’Etat, France; Haifa Museum of Art, Israel”;  Interview and Photographs by Mouncey Ferguson, cover and pp.6-9, The Public Pamphlet, Loudoun’s Monthly Magazine of Arts and People, March 1995



“Spaces for Arts, Crafts and All Manner of Creativity”, by Sarah Booth Conroy, pp. 37-40,  Washington Post Magazine, April 2,  1978 



“Shaman and Showman, An intimate portrait of the legendary Romanian sculptor Constantin Brancusi, by the artist who was his next-door neighbor in Paris.”, by Reginald Pollack, pp. 95-98, 114 , and 116, Art & Antiques, May 1988


                        

                    

                

                
                    
                        
                            



“Science & Art; Gradually, some artists are teaming with scientists and engineers in hopes of extending the dimensions of both worlds into new levels of awareness.”, by Wil Lepkowski, pp. 24-27, Chemical & Engineering News, August 1, 1977



“The Case of the Vengeful Twins”, by Merrill Pollack,  pp. 105 and 122-130,  Esquire, June 1977



“Still Life, The Object in American Art 1915-1995, Selections from the Metropolitan Museum of Art”, Exhibition Itinerary Virginia, Arkansas, California, Oklahoma, Florida, and Kansas, February 1997 to May 1998;  pp. 33-34, Reginald Pollack’s “Interior, 1958



“Pollack’s Poblins”,  by Tina Skinner, cover and p. 6, Loudoun Times Mirror, January 21, 1990



“Pollack exhibit at Price Gallery”,  by Lisa Shelley,  p. 3, East Los Angeles College Campus News, April 21, 2004



“Gallery Huit, American Artists in Paris 1950-52”,  Studio 18 Gallery, New York City,  November 2-December 28, 2002; Reginald Pollack,  p. 24



“REGINALD POLLACK, April 12-June 4, 2004”, Vincent Price Gallery & Art Museum, East Los Angeles College



“Star Trek, Requiem for Methuselah”,  1968, a mention of Reginald Pollack, who had several of his paintings included in the episode, implied that he would become one of the most famous artists in history with his paintings known for centuries after his death.



“Preserving the Artist’s Way, Once her husband’s muse, Kerstin Pollack keeps Reginald Pollack’s memory and art alive by helping others see, listen, touch, taste, feel”, by Jennifer Larson, p. B4, The Desert Sun, August 14,  2004
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